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From the President 
Lynne Woollard 

Welcome to Edition 2, 2026 of Whitecliffs.   It’s hard to believe we’ve already 
reached this point in the year - it certainly is speeding by quickly!  The Society 
has had a good start to the year with lots of  work being done by the dedicated 
Tuesday morning team.  

We’ve had some good monthly meetings so far.  In February Mal and Elizabeth 
Cairns gave a very interesting talk about the Cairns family history.  (See report 
on page 6). As it was the first meeting of year, as always,  it was a good 
opportunity for everyone to have a good catch-up after our Christmas/New Year 
hiatus. In March we had our first outing of the year - a fabulous afternoon out at 
Hawkes Farm.  (See report on page 7).   At our April meeting we were introduced 
to the new Vicar of the Anglican Parish of St John’s Sorrento and St Andrew’s, 
Rye (See report on age 8).  In May author David Rathgen spoke to us about his 
new book “No Place Quite Like It. (See report on page 9). 

See back page for information on future meetings. 

We have continued to meet together at our Happy Hour on the second Friday of 
each month and this is always a convivial gathering - no official Society business, 
just a friendly get together.   All members are welcome.  For those of you who 
haven’t been along, please do give it a try.  We are very lucky in that we are able 
to have our own room at the RSL so we don’t have to compete with the noise of 
other patrons!  Also just a reminder that you can always get a cup of coffee if you 
don’t wish to partake of the offerings at the bar! 

 
The Society was represented at the ANZAC Day event in Rye and as is usual, we 
laid a wreath.  The march went from the Pier, along Pt Nepean Road and around 
to the RSL.  Unlike last year, it was a lovely day for the march and for the 
ceremony conducted by John Wilson, President of the Rye RSL. 

Work on the Rye historical town signage is ongoing.  Hopefully in the not too 
distant future you will be able to see it in place.   

I’ve mentioned at a couple of meetings, the Heritage Day event at Mt Martha 
House scheduled for May 16th and was expecting to report on it in this issue, 
however due to unforeseen circumstances, the event was postponed.  We shall 
look forward to it going ahead later in the year.   
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I hope you enjoyed the new RECOLLECTIONS section in Issue 1.    It is hoped to 
continue with this, so if any of you have any recollections of your time in Rye, it 
would be wonderful to receive them.  It can be a page about a particular 
happening-  or just a paragraph (snippets of life in Rye over the years for 
instance) - whatever you feel might be of interest to members.  Please forward to 

me: lynnewoolly@gmail.com	 	 	 	  

◆◆◆◆◆◆◆ 

From our Collection 

State Savings Bank Mickey Mouse money box 

Some of you may remember these! 



The State Savings Bank (SSB) of Victoria's Mickey Mouse money box was a 
famous mid-20th century tinplate savings box.   Designed to encourage financial 
literacy in children, it featured Mickey Mouse graphics and a shape resembling a 
house.  Produced primarily in the 1950s, the money boxes were branded with 
Disney's Mickey Mouse and "The State Savings Bank of Victoria”. 

The popularity of the bank's Mickey Mouse promotion peaked in March 1959 
during Melbourne's Moomba festival. The bank sponsored a massive, life-sized 
replica of the Mickey Mouse money box as a parade float, escorted by 70 local 
schoolchildren and the visiting American Mouseketeers from the Mickey Mouse 
Club.	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 LW 

	 	 	 	 	 ◆◆◆◆◆◆◆ 
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From  our Gatherings 

General Meeting, Monday 23rd February 2026 

Guest Speakers: Liz and Mal Cairns 

23rd February was the first meeting of the Society for 2026 when we were lucky 
enough to have Liz and Mal Cairns addressing the Society.  (Liz and Mal are 
relatively new members of the Society so it was nice to have speakers from our 
own ranks)! 

Liz presented in a most professional manner, a very interesting talk on the 
history of the Cairns Family and Mal was able to answer a number of questions 
from our members.  They both have a wealth of knowledge regarding the Cairns 
family of the Mornington peninsula. 

It was also a chance for our members to get together over afternoon tea and to 
catch up with those they hadn’t seen since our Christmas party. 

Thank you Liz and Mal.	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 LW 
 

◆◆◆◆◆◆◆ 
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Malcolm and Liz Cairns 



General Meeting, Monday 23rd March 2026 

Hawkes Farm 

Instead of our usual meeting at the St Andrews Church Hall, on 23rd March we 
had an outing to Hawkes Farm in Boneo.  As the weather hadn’t been wonderful 
in the days leading up to it, there was a concern that conditions may prevent us 
from going to the farm, but the day turned out to be beautiful - in fact it was so 
hot that we had to move the outdoor furniture so that people could be in the 
shade!   

Richard Hawkes gave a really interesting talk on the history of the Hawkes 
Family and the Farm.   Richard is a great ambassador for Hawkes Farm and his 
passion for it certainly shows through.  From a fairly basic shed selling potatoes 
in the early days to what it has become today is a credit to the Hawkes family.  
There are now four very interesting story boards of the farm’s history on display 
(example below). 

As well as good facilities for the purchase of a wide variety of produce (including 
their renowned potatoes), they also offer coffee, snacks, etc and we partook of 
some of the goodies on offer and had a pleasant time sitting outside in the 
beautiful weather.   An enjoyable afternoon was had by all.	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 LW 

◆◆◆◆◆◆◆ 
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Richard Hawkes speaking about the Hawkes 
family and describing the intricacies of the world 
of farming.

One of the new history boards at 
Hawkes Farm



General Meeting,  Monday 27th April 2026 

Guest speaker:  The Revd Stephen Dent 

Our April meeting enabled us to meet the new Vicar of the Anglican Parish of St 
John’s Sorrento and St Andrew’s, Rye - and presented Revd Dent with an 
opportunity to meet us!   It was a most interesting and enlightening talk.  Revd 
Dent lived in South America for 25 years before returning to Australia.  He 
outlined many aspects of life in South America mainly centred around Ecuador, 
Argentina and Paraguay.  What a fascinating life he’s led and it was terrific that 
he was able to share it with us.  We wish Revd Dent well with his new ministry.                 

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	   LW 

 

 

◆◆◆◆◆◆◆ 
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Revd Stephen Dent speaking to  
members about his time in South America

Some of our happy members: L - R:  
Janice Smith, Sue Livingstone, Norma 
Cornish.



General Meeting, Monday 25th May, 2026  

Guest speaker:   David Rathgen, Author 

We were lucky enough to have David Rathgen as the guest speaker at our May 
meeting. David spoke to us about his book “There’s No Place Quite Like it”.  In 
his book, David explores the family history of Walter Withers, a significant yet 
often overlooked figure in Australian Art - (he was actually a key member of the 
Heidelberg School) - and his wife Fanny Flinn.  David spoke enthusiastically and 
very knowledgeably about his subject matter, entertaining us with various 
anecdotes about the life and times of Walter and Fanny.   It was a most 
interesting and enjoyable talk and we are grateful to David and Berry for driving 
from Phillip Island to attend our meeting. 

                                                                                                                       LW	 	
	 	 	 	  

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	  

◆◆◆◆◆◆◆ 
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Author David Rathgen speaking to members (most 
of whom are outside the frame)!



RYE FESTIVAL SATURDAY, 2ND MAY 2026 

On 2nd May 2026 Rye held it’s first “Rye Festival” on the new foreshore.  It was 
a really successful day for Rye with lots of market stalls, music, DJs, variety 
acts, lots of children’s activities and also a number of community group stalls.  
Apparently there were around 2,700 visitors on the day. 
  
Our Society was pleased to take part and we had quite a successful day at our 
stall - receiving lots of enquiries as well as selling a number of books.  It was a 
good opportunity for our Society to make our presence known to the Rye 
community (some of whom were completely unaware that Rye had an historical 
society)!  Thanks go to those members who assisted me on the day. 
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	       LW 

 



 

◆◆◆◆◆◆◆ 
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Shirley and Mechelle doing their 
bit for the Society at the inaugural 
Rye Festival 2nd May 2026

Some visitors to our stall



History of St Andrews Church, Rye 

St Andrew’s Anglican Church as it is today  

In 1858, there was a small limestone building on the current site of the St. 
Andrew’s Anglican Church in Lyons Street, Rye.   The building was made of 
limestone, timber, wattle and daub. The roof was timber and the floor was 
earthen. This building served as a school,  community hall, mechanics institute 
and both Church of England and Presbyterian Churches.  Church of England 
services commenced in the building in 1866 and Presbyterian services around 
1870. The land on which this multi-purpose building stood was granted by the 
Victorian Government in the early days of settlement. 

Clergymen for both churches came by horse from Mornington, and this generally 
meant a stay of a few days. Marriages, baptisms and funerals were often packed 
into the same visit.  The practice of two churches operating from the same 
premises caused increasing tension between parishioners, with stories of locked 
doors and lost bibles.  

Parents of school students had also started to petition the Education Department 
regarding the poor state of the building. The building was condemned in 1875 - 
one wall had already collapsed. A new timber school was built on the adjacent 
corner in Lyons Street.  

A new church was built on the original site, with limestone from the old building. 
Extra limestone was donated by James Trueman. This limestone was carted to 
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the site by Robert Rowley in a bullock-drawn wagon. The plan and specifications 
for the building were gratuitously provided by Messrs. Henderson and Smart of 
Melbourne.   The building was of traditional design and built from local 
materials. With limestone walls, timber floor and ceiling, it was of a simple 
design with little decoration. 

On Sunday 28th May 1882, the Rev. Thomas Quentin officiated at the first 
service in the new church, and a large congregation were very happy to have 
their own place of worship. 

The building, which cost about 200 pounds, had a debt of 50 pounds, with 
furniture and fittings still needed. A tea meeting with over 200 people attending 
cleared the debt and raised the funds for furnishings. 

The two original stained glass windows (the Pioneer Windows) were donated by 
the Misses B. And M. Stenniken at Easter 1925 in memory of the pioneers of 
Rye. 

It was not until 1979 that a decision was made to extend the church to 
accomodate an increasing congregation, particularly at Easter and Christmas 
times. This extension was completed in 1981. The church hall, built by local 
builder Vic Tyler, was extended in 2015 to include new amenities, kitchen and 
offices.  

The old church provided strong links with one of the earliest religious devotions 
in the area. The local community wanted to preserve the history of the 
pioneering days and the people who were part of that history. In recent years, 
this has been achieved by the National Trust classifying the church as being of 
local historical significance. 

This small limestone church, built so many years ago by the early settlers of Rye, 
holds the history and memories of that early community.	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 PF 

◆◆◆◆◆◆◆ 
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RECOLLECTIONS 

WELCOME HOME PARTY 
 written by Ern Jennings  

for the Rye Primary School Book 2000.  

Mr Schmidt, the headteacher at the Rye State School set up a committee to 
organise a welcome home for all the service men and women returning from the 
war. What a day it turned out to be. There was a march from the corner of 
Hygeia Street to the Mechanics Hall in Napier street with all the service men 
and women dressed in their uniforms.  There was a band, trumpets, saxophones, 
cymbals and anything that could make a tune.  Everyone from miles around - 
from Rosebud, Dromana, Sorrento, Portsea and outlying areas turned up. 

After the march finished, everyone went to the recreation ground in Melbourne 
Road for a picnic. There were tents set up with food and drinks for all. They had 
foot races for the children, the mums, the single ladies, the single men, the old 
buffers, and the returned men, or those of them who could still stand up after 
many rounds of drinks with their mates. To top off the day there was a dance at 
the hall that evening. Once again, everyone turned up, although most of them 
were the worse for wear.   It was a fun time after all the tensions of the war 
years.   Like I said before,  Gus Schmidt was a fantastic organiser and had 
virtually created the whole day. It was a day that was talked about for many 
years. 

Ern Jennings	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 LW 

◆◆◆◆◆◆◆ 
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Meetings, Guest Speakers and Events 

June 22nd	 	 	 	 General Meeting 
	 	 	 	 	 	 St.Andrew’s Church Hall 
	 	 	 	 	 	 35 Lyons street, Rye at 2.00pm. 
	 	 	 	 	 	 Guest speaker : Con Kiklis 
	 	 	 	 	 	 The Hellenic Club 

July 13th		 	 	 	 Committee Meeting at Rye RSL at 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 7.00pm. 

July 27th		 	 	 	 General Meeting 
	 	 	 	 	 	 St.Andrew’s Church Hall 
	 	 	 	 	 	 35 Lyons Street, Rye at 2.00pm. 
	 	 	 	 	 	 Guest speaker : Judy Walsh 
	 	 	 	 	 	 National Trust, M.P. Branch 

August 24th	 	 	 	 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
	 	 	 	 	 	 St.Andrew’s Church Hall 
	 	 	 	 	 	 35 Lyons Street, Rye at 2.00pm. 
	 	 	 	 	 	 Trivia afternoon and refreshments. 

September 14th	 	 	 Committee Meeting at Rye RSL at 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 7.00pm. 

September 28th	 	 	 General Meeting 
	 	 	 	 	 	 St.Andrew’s Church Hall 
	 	 	 	 	 	 35 Lyons Street, Rye at 2.00pm. 
	 	 	 	 	 	 Guest speaker : Julie Elder 
	 	 	 	 	 	 Memories of Rye in the War Years.
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