
Above: This photo of “The Old Schoolhouse” dates from early 2002. 

The western end of the then newly constructed school administration 
block is clearly visible at left and a covered way can be seen linking 
from the then 79 year old brick school building across to the east end 
of the pre-existing art classroom block just visible on the right. 

Work to remove the covered way and refurbish “our” building started 
later that year, after which it was painted to look as shown on page 5. 

This booklet was prepared to form an enduring part of the celebration 

of  Rye Historical Society Inc.  reaching 20 years of age in May 2020.

While it is mainly intended to acknowledge those whose planning and 

commitment have brought the Society to its present position, it is also 
hoped that it offers a thought provoking benchmark for future success.

Rye Historical Society
20 Years Young



2                         Some Historical Perspective

It is one thing to be aware of like-minded individuals in a district who value the 

concept of preserving artefacts, documents, letters, photos and maps for the 

benefit of future generations. However, translating that common interest into a 

commitment to become organised enough to establish an Incorporated Society is 

another thing altogether. And, for long term success, identifying a suitable 

building to call “home” for any Historical Society created at Rye was essential.

In the lead up to the celebrations of 150 Years of Settlement in Victoria in 1985, 

interest in the formal recording of Rye’s local history grew. Rye resident, Nell 

Arnold, acted on that growing interest by editing the first ever book of local 

history. Largely based on contributions from individuals and organisations, it was 

given the appropriate title   Rye - A Book of Memories.

At right, Pauline Powell is shown holding a copy of that 

1985 book at a meeting she had called at Rye which led to 

the formation of Rye Historical Society in 2000.

Coincidentally, in the late 1990s, a grand plan to totally 

relocate Rye Primary School from its established site on 

Collingwood Street to a “green field” site reserved for the 

purpose near Flinders Street came to an abrupt halt. 

The Education Department then designed new buildings, 

aiming to best utilise the present site while retaining both the existing 1923 brick 

school and the more recently built art classroom block immediately to the west.

At right, the October 2001 photo 

shows construction work in the Lyons 

St - Collingwood St corner of the site 

progressing, with a slab for the new 

administration area already poured. 

The long and tortuous process which 

resulted in “The Old Schoolhouse” 

becoming the home of Rye Historical 

Society is detailed in this booklet. 

It is important to acknowledge here 

that the end result would not have been possible without the generous 

contributions of personal time and fundraising efforts made by a number of local  

individuals and organisations, for which the Society owes a debt of gratitude. 

“The Old Schoolhouse” is approaching its Centenary.
The first classes were held in “The Old Schoolhouse” in 1923, so in 

2023 it will be 100 years old.  Perhaps a good reason for a party?

Rye Historical Society 20th Celebrations Planning Committee: 

Noel Erbs (President), Mechelle Cheers, Ann Erbs, Prue Found, 
Pauline Powell, Bernie Woiwod, Lynne Woollard.
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INTRODUCTION

This booklet aims to put on record the formation of the Rye Historical Society Inc, 

which was agreed at a public meeting in May 2000, and its ongoing development 

over the following 20 years to reach its present status. Details have been drawn 

mainly from archived copies of the Society newsletter, “White Cliffs”, but also  

from committee minutes. A reasonably consistent format has been adopted, 

based on only one page per year. Office bearers and committee members are 

listed and members involved in particular events are mentioned but inevitably 

some who were “busy in the background” may not have been recorded.

Inevitably, as the years passed by, from time to time members have passed away 

and a footer on each year page records these occurrences as a VALE.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

JUNE - DECEMBER 2000

Inaugural Office Bearers, June 2000: President: Pauline Powell, Vice President: 

Danny Jennings, Secretary: Ern Jennings, Asst. Secretary: Linda Berndt, 

Treasurer: Judy Stokes. 

Inaugural Committee: Jane Bainbridge, Lew Cornish, Prue Found, Bill Goodrem, 

Gwen Hatton, Dorothy Houghton, Barry Irving, Alan Martin, Marie Williams.

Efforts to have the old Rye school building saved from demolition were rewarded 

with it being registered on the Mornington Peninsula Shire heritage buildings list.

Rye Historical Society became affiliated with Royal Historical Society Victoria.

Annual subs initially set at $11.00 single, $27.50 family.

The fourth Monday of the month identified as the future regular meeting night.

The bronze plaque on the Grace Sullivan building was cleaned and re-attached.

Rye Historical Society had a display at Rye P S 150th celebration in November.

Guest Speakers at meetings during the latter half of the year 2000:

Ern Jennings spoke about the arrival of the Jennings family in Rye in June.

Phil Cain spoke about early Rye and the contribution of the Cain family in July.

Les Streete spoke on his memories of Rye and particularly the Rye RSL.

John Alexander (Nepean H S) spoke on local pioneering families in October.

      



Australia Day: Initial Society exposure with a display mounted on the foreshore.

Training sessions were held on Cataloguing and Referencing, run by Val Peppler.

Our first filing cabinet donated and already starting to fill. 

The name “White Cliffs” for the Society newsletter was agreed and adopted.

Initial format was simply A4 pages stapled together.

A forward planning meeting was convened to identify all the tasks lying ahead.

The Society organised a Centenary of Federation luncheon. The Hon Martin 

Dixon was Guest Speaker at this enjoyable function. 

2001/02 AGM, in May at Rye Hotel: President: Pauline Powell, Vice President: 

Danny Jennings, Secretary: Ern Jennings, Assistant Secretary/Editor: Linda 

Berndt, Treasurer: Judy Stokes. 

Committee: Pat Appleford, Jane Bainbridge, Phil Cain, Lew Cornish, Prue 

Found, Arthur Hicowe, Dorothy Houghton, Julie Palmer, Marie Williams.

Functions and Activities held: Open Garden in March,

Progressive Dinner in June,

“Pub Poets” afternoon, 

Cemetery Walk, 

Limeburners Ball.

Fundraisers: Raffle and Christmas Hamper. 

Christmas function kindly hosted by Danny and Wendy Jennings.

Guest Speakers at Monthly Meetings 2001:

February: Peter Brown, Heritage Planner at Mornington Peninsula Shire.

May: AGM; Bill Darby, “History of the National Trust”.

July: Dorothy Houghton, recounting her “Visit to Gallipoli”.

August: Arthur Hicowe, screening Historic Movies,

September: Graeme Hind, the Rye Fire Brigade.

October: Casey Cain, “History of the Rye Football Club”.

November: Kel Cadd, “History of the Rye Yacht Club”.

4              RYE Historical Society - 2001

VALE:  Alan Martin 
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Australia Day: Two bus loads taken around Rye on a narrated local history tour.

Replica “Lady Nelson” vessel moored at Rye Pier for a week in February.

Dedication of bronze plaque at historic Tyrone Homestead, Rye, Sat Apr 6th. 

Ern Jennings voted Rye Citizen of the Year by the Rye Rotary Club.

2002/03 AGM, in May at Rye Hotel: President: Pauline Powell, Vice President: 

Danny Jennings, Secretary: Ern Jennings, Asst. Secretary: Linda Berndt, 

Treasurer: Val Peppler.  

Committee: Pat Appleford, Phil Cain, Lew Cornish, Prue Found, John Hazledine, 

Arthur Hicowe, Dorothy Houghton, Julie Palmer, Judy Stokes.

Nostalgic Fashion Parade was held in October. 

Two Cemetery Walks were conducted.

Quarantine Station tour, in November.

Society was now meeting in the newly 

completed school administration block. 

The Society acquired its first computer. 

Refurbishment of the Old Schoolhouse 

commenced; the exterior finally being 

re-painted to match the colour scheme 

adopted for all the new buildings.    >>

Christmas function kindly hosted by 

Danny and Wendy Jennings.

Guest Speakers at Monthly Meetings 2002:

February: Max Graham, “County Tyrone, Ireland”.

March: Sgt. Hanrahan,  “History of the Police force”.

May: AGM; Margaret Hunter, SEHA, “Setting up a Historical Museum”.

October: Roy Doueal, President, Southern Peninsula Community Fund.

November: Michael Wittingslow, “History of the Rye Carnival”.

VALE:  James (Jim) Powell



  6              RYE Historical Society - 2003

Australia Day was a busy time for the Society, including two bus tours.

Society’s part occupancy (50%) of The Old Schoolhouse formally approved. 

Furniture went in. Formal opening by Martin Dixon MLA, on 21st March. 

The Society purchased a photocopier. 

Future “White Cliffs” to be A5 booklet format (pages as needed, up to max 16). 

New boulder installed at pier for old “Pier” plaque plus “Lady Nelson” plaque. 

Society laid a wreath at the Rye RSL Service on ANZAC Day. 

2003/04 AGM, (This was the last AGM to be held in May): President: Pauline 

Powell, Vice President: Danny Jennings, Secretary: Ern Jennings, Assistant 

Secretary: Linda Berndt, Treasurer: Val Peppler. 

Committee: Pat Appleford, Phil Cain, Lew Cornish, John Hazledine, Arthur 

Hicowe, Dorothy Houghton, Julie Palmer, Judy Stokes.

Transcribing Council Rate Books at Hastings before transfer to PROV archive.

“Christmas in July” at ‘The Biz’ Bistro, Rye.

Old Schoolhouse fireplace and surround restored, and 

the first displays were being set up.   >>

Sunday afternoon museum opening (1pm-3pm) 

initiated, but ceased during winter. Formal roster drawn 

up and regular opening had resumed by October. 

Grace Sullivan building on foreshore repainted.

Fund Raisers: Open gardens; sales of jams and 

chutneys.

Guest Speakers at Monthly Meetings 2003:

April: Rex Breen, General History.

May: AGM; Shirley Murley, “Napoleonic Collection at The Briars”.

June, Informal museum familiarisation evening for members.

July: Anthony Knight, “The Royal Collection”.

August: Arthur Hicowe, screening Historic Movies.

October: Barbara Praetz, “London to Colombo, Overland in 1960”.

November: Dorothy Houghton, “Hotel Life on the Southern Peninsula”.

      



Australia Day was again a busy time for the Society, including two bus tours.

Forward planning commenced for: 

afternoon Tea at “The Brae”; 

a “Twilight Cemetery Tour”; 

an Open Garden in October; 

another Quarantine Station Tour.

A colour TV set + video player donated for “The Old Schoolhouse”. 

Lions Club donation gratefully received.

“Christmas in July” was held at ‘The Biz’ Bistro, Rye.

A slide projector was purchased. 

2004/05 AGM (This was the first AGM held in August): President: Pauline Powell, 

Secretary: Ern Jennings, Treasurer: Lew Cornish, Editor: Linda Berndt. 

Committee: Pat Appleford, Phil Cain, Prue Found, John Hazledine, Arthur Hicowe, 

Dorothy Houghton, Julie Palmer.

Membership dues adjusted to $15 single ($25 for 2+ at address).

Society now has its own PO Box.

A glass front display cabinet was constructed and donated by Phil Cain.

Book launch for Phil Cain’s book “The Cain Story” in October.

Centenary of the Rye Presbyterian Church in November. A history published.

Christmas function kindly hosted by Danny and Wendy Jennings.

Guest Speakers at Monthly Meetings 2004:

February: Barney Cain, “Life in Rye as I Remember it”.

March: Barbara Hamilton-Arnold, “Eliza Fawkner, Founding Mother of Melbourne”.

April: Pam Chitty, “History of the Melbourne Markets”.

May: Prue Sheer, “History of the Cape Schanck Lighthouse”.

June: Struan Chitty, “History of the Rabbit Industry”.

July: Pauline Powell, “Touring Gardens in Kent, London and Italy”.

August: AGM.

October: Judith Muir, “Polperro Dolphin Swims”.

November: Owen Whelan, “The Demolition Business”.
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VALE:  Michael Ritchie



Australia Day luncheon, at Rye Hotel.  Phil Cain narrated one bus tour group. 

Society tour trip on Port Phillip aboard “Polperro” in February. 

Phil Cain ran an Easter Sunday “Twilight Cemetery Tour”. 

Outing to Cape Schanck lighthouse saw 15 members enjoy a guided tour. 

Noel Tyzack, Neil Tyler and Bernie Woiwod now editing “White Cliffs” newsletter. 

Fund Raising: Jane Bainbridge & Judy Stokes organised a Tupperware party;

The Lions Club made another generous donation; 

A “Christmas in July” function at ‘The Biz’ Bistro, Rye; and

A Street Stall in October. 

2005/06 AGM (Aug): President: Pauline Powell, Vice 

President: Danny Jennings, Secretary: Ern Jennings, 

Assistant Secretary: Linda Berndt, Treasurer: Lew Cornish. 

Committee: Pat Appleford, Rex Breen, Phil Cain, John 

Hazledine, Arthur Hicowe, Judy Stokes, Noel Tyzack, Bernie 

Woiwod.

Dorothy Houghton retired from committee - praised for her 

ability to regularly identify and invite guest speakers.    >>

Pauline Powell was awarded OAM. 

Phil Cain presented a hand made lectern to the Society. 

Society outing to “Beleura”, at Mornington.

Christmas function held at Rye Yacht Club.

Guest Speakers at Monthly Meetings 2005:

February: Shirley Davies, “Producing Hastings-Westernport History Book”.

March: Keith Holmes, “Old Mornington Peninsula Railways”.

May: Arthur Hicowe, screening Historic Movies.

July (5th): Nell Arnold, “Life in Rye as a Schoolgirl in the 1920s”.

August: AGM.

September: Steve Yorke, Ranger at “The Briars”.

October: David Weatherill, “London Model for Australian Cemeteries”.

November: Ian Stagg, from the Hand Tool Preservation Society.

8              RYE Historical Society - 2005

VALE : Margaret Major



Approval granted to hold monthly General Meetings in the new School Library.

Society now sharing museum building 50:50 with Reading Recovery Centre.

Members repaired two pioneer graves prior to attaching plaques.

Fundraising: Street Stall, 

Dinner at Rye Provincial Tavern, 

Poetry afternoon.

Commonwealth Games Queens Baton Relay:

Ern Jennings carried the baton through Rye.   >>

Norma Cornish honoured in Morn Pen Shire newly 

instituted “Hall of Fame” for her prowess at tennis.

Society organised a group tour to SAGE’s Cottage, 

at 85 Sages Road, Baxter, in April.

Detailed planning meetings held to map out process whereby the Society would 

fundraise to provide the school with a new literacy classroom.  That being in 

exchange for finally being granted 100% occupancy of “The Old Schoolhouse”. 

2006/07 AGM (Aug): President: Pauline Powell,  Secretary: Ern Jennings, 

Assistant Secretary: Linda Berndt, Treasurer: Lew Cornish.  

Committee: Pat Appleford, Rex Breen, Phil Cain, John Hazledine, Arthur Hicowe, 

Danny Jennings, Judy Stokes, Noel Tyzack, Bernie Woiwod.

Formal launch of “The Old Schoolhouse” building project.

Museum opened during Primary School “Twilight Fair”, 11th November.

Christmas function held at Rye Yacht Club; incl Christmas Hamper raffle.

Guest Speakers at Monthly Meetings 2006:

February: Gwen Hatton, “Running a Primary School”.

April: Peter Druce, “Oases of the Egyptian Desert”.

May: Neil Tyler, “Antarctic Adventure, Heard Island 1947”.

July: Sgt. Larry Seakins, “Policing in Rye, 1950s & ‘60s”.

August: AGM.

September: Rev Hans Christiansen, Deacon, St Andrews Church, Rye.

October: Anne Rabie, “History of the Red Cross”.
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10       RYE Historical Society - 2007

Literacy Classroom project for Rye Primary School formally initiated.

Tuesday morning cataloguing group benefitted from tutorial by Sally Robins.

Projects Committee formed to manage fund raising, including: 

Garden Party, 

Stall at Rotary Market, 

Sausage Sizzle, 

Twilight Jazz picnic.

2007/08 AGM: President: Pauline Powell, Vice President: Ern Jennings, 

Secretary/Treasurer: Danny Jennings. 

Committee: Pat Appleford, Linda Berndt, Rex Breen, Phil Cain, Norma Cornish, 

Prue Found, John Hazledine, Judy Stokes, Bernie Woiwod.

Book Launch for Phil Cain’s “Amongst 

the Old Folks” at Rye Cemetery was a 

great success, featuring a horse 

drawn hearse and many participants 

wearing period costume.  >>

Christmas function was held at Rye 

Yacht Club.

Guest Speakers at Monthly Meetings 2007:

February: Dorothy Thomas, “Recollections of a TAA Hostess”.

March: Gloria Hand, “Early Days of Nursing”.

April: Arthur Hicowe, early films.

May: Sally Robins, “Local History Network”.

July: Max Wood, “The History of Point Nepean”.

August: AGM.

October: Jos Law, “From the Netherlands to Rye in the 1950s“.

VALE: Lew Cornish     VALE: Nick Appleford     VALE: Alby Matthews
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Australia Day:  Joint Nepean & Rye Luncheon. Guest Speaker: Dr John Hirst, of 

the History Department, Latrobe University.

Valuable fund raising reported: 

Garden Party; 

Foreshore Market Stall, 

Wine Night; 

Australian Country Dinner, and, 

Sausage Sizzle.

2008/09 AGM: President: Ern Jennings, Vice President: Prue Found, 

Secretary/Treasurer: Danny Jennings. 

Committee: Pat Appleford, Linda Berndt, Phil Cain, Norma Cornish, John 

Hazledine, Shirley Howard, Tony Howard, Pauline Powell, Judy Stokes, Sherry 

Tyzack, Bernie Woiwod, Lynne Woollard.

The importance of the need to  

commence planning for Rye’s 

sesquicentenary in 2011 was flagged.

Life Membership: Pauline Powell’s 

ongoing commitment to the Society 

was honoured. (at right, with Pres. Ern)

Terms of the occupancy agreement 

for Old Schoolhouse almost finalised. 

Christmas Break-up held at Provincial Restaurant, Rye.

Guest Speakers at Monthly Meetings 2008:

February: Dorothy Houghton, “A Pilgrimage to Milne Bay”.

March: Bryan Clothier, Retired Deputy Chief Magistrate.

April: Vince Latham, Quarry Manager, “History of Hillview Quarries”.

May: Charles Davidson, Peninsula Hot Springs.

June: Mark Ryan, “The Shipwreck SS Alert”.

August AGM.

VALE : Sandy Christie



Australia Day:  Joint Nepean & Rye Luncheon. Guest Speaker: Dr Robert Barnes, 

President of Nepean Historical Society, spoke of actual events on 26th Jan 1788.

Working Bee to clear schoolground site on Lyons St. for new classroom.

Primary School Building Fund reached ca. $100k (donations, fundraising, etc).

Pre-fab Literacy Classroom arrived at Lyons St frontage site in March.

Society had assumed 100% occupancy of “The Old Schoolhouse” by May. 

“Heronswood” picnic day out.   Society excursion to French Island.

Bernie & Loris Woiwod visited fire ravaged Marysville town and Hist. Soc.

Public meeting called to initiate planning for Rye’s 150th in 2011.

2009/10 AGM: President: Prue Found, Vice President: Ern Jennings, 

Secretary/Treasurer: Danny Jennings.  

Committee: Pat Appleford, Linda Berndt, Phil Cain, Norma Cornish, John 

Hazledine, Shirley Howard, Tony Howard, Pauline Powell [now a Life Member], 

Judy Stokes,  Bernie Woiwod, Lynne Woollard.

Official opening of the new Literacy 

Classroom on 14th August.  >>

History Week:  Cemetery Walk, 

Picnic at the Lime Kiln.

Bunnings Sausage Sizzle. 

“RED” Dinner at GPO Restaurant, 

Rosebud.

Christmas break-up function held in St 

Andrew’s Church Hall.

Guest Speakers at Monthly Meetings 2009:

February: Bruce Duff, “A Tour of Turkey”,

April: Peter Holloway (D&DHS) re plans for Rye, Dromana & Tyabb 150th. 

May: Pauline Powell, video of a family wedding in Lima, Peru.

June: Norm Watson, “Post Offices at Sorrento and Rye”.

July: Tony Howard, “Trips to Antarctica”.

August: AGM.   Jane Alexander was Guest Speaker.

October: Arthur Hicowe, “The History of Photography”.

12         RYE Historical Society - 2009

      



Australia Day:  Joint Nepean & Rye Luncheon. Guest Speaker: Professor Graeme 

Davison.

Foreshore stall;  and,

Bus Tours narrated by Phil Cain.  >>

Society organised a visit to McCrae Homestead 

and Burrell-Twycross gallery in February.

Public meetings held to identify and plan events 

for Rye’s 150th in 2011. 

2010/11 AGM: President: Prue Found, Vice 

President: Ern Jennings, Secretary/Treasurer: 

Danny Jennings.  

Committee: Pat Appleford, Jill Bastow, Wayne 

Bastow, Linda Berndt, Phil Cain, Norma Cornish, 

John Hazledine, Shirley Howard, Tony Howard, 

Pauline Powell, Judy Stokes, Bernie Woiwod, 

Lynne Woollard.

Restoration work was carried out on three historic graves in Rye Cemetery.

Pauline Powell voted Rye Citizen of the Year by Rye Rotary Club.

Trip to Cranbourne Botanical Gardens.

Bunnings Sausage sizzle fundraiser.

History Week: Open Day arranged at “Bimblehurst” historic home, Rye. 

Christmas Break-up held at Rye Hotel.

Guest Speakers at Monthly Meetings 2010:

February: No meeting - group visit to McCrae Homestead.

April: Ian Morrison, Mornington Peninsula Town Crier.

May: Sharon Bowen, McCrae Homestead.

July: Mrs Gay, “The History of the Theatre”.

August: AGM.

September: “Bring a Treasure”.

October: Michael Payze, “The Hospitality Industry”.             
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14       RYE Historical Society - 2011

Australia Day: Joint Nepean & Rye 2011 luncheon at Rye Hotel. Guest Speaker: 

Dr Andrew Lemon.

Rye Historical Society Web Page & email set up.

Rye 150th Celebrations: Grand Street Parade.  

Ecumenical Service at St Andrews. Cocktail Party at 

RSL. Miss Community Quest.  Welsh Choir, etc.  >>

Combined Nepean & Rye Mid-Year “History of Rye” 

Luncheon. Pauline Powell was keynote speaker.

2011/12 AGM: President: Prue Found, Vice President: Ern Jennings,   

Secretary/Treasurer: Danny Jennings.  

Committee: Jill Bastow, Wayne Bastow, Linda Berndt, Phil Cain, Norma Cornish, 

John Hazledine, Shirley Howard, Tony Howard, Pauline Powell, Judy Stokes, 

Bernie Woiwod, Lynne Woollard.

Rye H S stall at Lions Club Collectibles Fair.

Listing of Rye Historic Markers and Plaques in “White Cliffs” continued.

Society organised visits to both “The Briars” and “Mulberry Hill”.

Bunnings Sausage Sizzle fundraiser.  Garage Sale fundraiser.

Decision made to initiate street stalls in future.  First Street Stall in November.

Publication of “The Chronicle of my Life in the 20th Century”, by Vic Tyler.

Unveiling of Rye Tapestry (see back page).  

Nell Arnold’s 100th Birthday.  >>

Christmas Break-up: a Spit Roast kindly hosted by 

Prue and Mark Found. 

Guest Speakers at Monthly Meetings 2011:

February: Graeme Houghton, “Health Administration over 40 Years”.

April (May 2): Penny Blazey, “The Hiscock Family”.

May: Dorothy Houghton, “Founding Mothers and Fathers of Melbourne”.

June: Ben Cullen, “Trust for Nature”.

July: Barrie Fellows, “Defence of Point Nepean”.

August: AGM.

VALE : Judy Barnett



Australia Day: Joint Nepean & Rye 2012 luncheon at Rye Hotel; Guest Speaker 

Dr Graeme Blackmore OAM, Chairman of The National Trust of Australia (Vic).  

Foreshore stall plus narrated Bus tour.

Rye H S overnight tour to Walhalla.

Council initiated Digitisation Project under way, conducted by Murray Adams.

Printing of quarterly “White Cliffs” now to be done at Officeworks, Mornington.

Cemetery Walk.   Christmas in July.

Rye 150th Historic News Paper released.

2012/13 AGM: President: Prue Found, Vice President: Linda Berndt,  

Secretary/Treasurer: Danny Jennings. 

Committee: Jill Bastow, Wayne Bastow, Phil Cain, Norma Cornish, John 

Hazledine, Shirley Howard, Tony Howard, Ern Jennings, Pauline Powell, Judy 

Stokes, Bernie Woiwod, Lynne Woollard.

Life Membership: The following members were awarded Life Membership in 

recognition of their contribution to the Society: Phil Cain, John Hazledine, 

Dorothy Houghton MBE, Ern Jennings, Judy Stokes and Bernie Woiwod.

Stalls were held at Rye Market (3).  

Society organised a visit to “Beleura”.  >>

Bunnings Sausage Sizzle fundraiser.  

At Christmas: a Spit Roast kindly hosted by 

Prue and Mark Found. 

Guest Speakers at Monthly Meetings 2012:

February: David Woiwod, “Eruption of Mount Lamington, PNG”. 

May: Rob Newland, “Restoration of the Steam Tug Wattle”.

June: Barry Fellows, “History of Aviation”.

July: Arthur Hicowe, historic movies night.

August: AGM.

October: Peter Fitton, author of “Never Been Hit”.
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VALE : Ben Stenniken VALE : Yvonne Renton



16       RYE Historical Society - 2013

Australia Day:  Joint Nepean & Rye luncheon at Rye Hotel. 

Guest Speaker: ????????   Foreshore stall plus narrated Bus tour.

Combined Nepean & Rye Mid-Year Luncheon, Rye Hotel. Guest Speaker Geoff 

Carson, Shire Manager of Arts, Libraries and Culture.

Poets Corner: “Soup and Poetry by the Fireside”.

“Historical Murder Mystery”, at Wunderbar Restaurant, Rye.

2013/04 AGM: President: Prue Found, Vice President: Linda Berndt, Secretary: 

Pauline Powell, Treasurer: Danny Jennings. 

Committee: Jill Bastow, Wayne Bastow, John Bertacco, Norma Cornish, John 

Hazledine, Shirley Howard, Tony Howard, Ern Jennings, Judy Stokes, Bernie 

Woiwod, Lynne Woollard.

History Week: 

Open Day at “Bimblehurst”.  >>

Nell Arnold’s 102nd Birthday.

Bunnings Sausage Sizzle fundraiser.

Market Stalls on the foreshore.

The Society ordered a duplicate of the RYE HISTORY BOARD interpretive sign to 

be installed on the front wall at Rye Post Office.

Christmas Breakup: Held in Stoney’s Room, Rye RSL.

Guest Speakers at Monthly Meetings 2013:

February: Judith Mitchell, “The Way of St. James”.

March: Murray Adams, “Digitising photos and documents”.

April: Rev Stephen Miles, “A Continental Experience”.

May, Frank Martin, “Battlefields of France”.

June: Arthur Hicowe, screening historical movies.

July: Pauline Powell, “The Road to Mandalay - Experience in Burma”.

August: AGM.
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Australia Day: Joint Nepean & Rye luncheon at Rye Hotel. Guest Speaker 

Professor Stuart Macintyre.   Foreshore stall plus narrated Bus tour.

Rye Historical Society Day Trip to Barwon Park, Winchelsea.

Structural survey of “The Old Schoolhouse” listed significant repairs needed.

“Women in Rye” Luncheon.

Combined Nepean & Rye Mid-Year Luncheon, Rye Hotel.

Historical Trivia Afternoon.

2014/15 AGM: President: Prue Found, Vice President: Linda Berndt, Secretary: 

Pauline Powell, Treasurer: Danny Jennings. 

Committee: Jill Bastow, Wayne Bastow, John Bertacco, Norma Cornish, John 

Hazledine, Shirley Howard, Tony Howard, Ern Jennings, Bernie Woiwod, Lynne 

Woollard.

Fundraisers: Bunnings Sausage Sizzle.  Market Stalls on the foreshore (4).

History Week: special display at Museum.

Urgent structural repair work needed on 

“The Old Schoolhouse” commenced.  >>

Book Launch: “They Volunteered for 

Service”, by Linda Berndt, with Danielle 

Burns and Pauline Powell.

Christmas Breakup: Held in Stoney’s 

Room, Rye RSL.

Guest Speakers at Monthly Meetings 2014:

February: Dale Kelly, Mornington Peninsula Shire Strategic Planner - Heritage.  

March: Janet Scarfe, “Nurses of WW1 and WW2”.

April: Wayne Bastow, “Private Ernie Myers, KIA in France, 1916”.

July: Peter Morgan, “Guiding at Cook’s Cottage”.

August: AGM.

September: Peter Munro, Boer War Memorial at Sorrento & Pte. Wm. Croomes,.

October: Linda Berndt, The 25 men from Rye who enlisted in WW1.

VALE: Norma McMillan     VALE: Arthur Dark     VALE: Lesley Howard
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Australia Day: Joint Nepean & Rye luncheon at Rye Hotel. Guest Speaker: 

Professor Robert Pascoe of Victoria University.   Foreshore Stall plus Bus tour.

Market Stalls on the foreshore (3); Street Stall (1).

Annual “Women in Rye” Luncheon held at Rye Hotel.

Combined Nepean & Rye Mid-Year Luncheon. Guest Speaker Professor Simon 

Molesworth outlined the issues facing National Trusts worldwide.

2015/16 AGM: President: Linda Berndt, Vice President Lynne Woollard, 

Secretary: Pauline Powell, Treasurer: Danny Jennings. 

Committee: Jill Bastow, Wayne Bastow, John 

Bertacco, Norma Cornish, John Hazledine, Ern 

Jennings, Bernie Woiwod.

Progressive Dinner.

Group visit to The Johnson Collection.

Rye H S bus trip to Black Rock House. >>

Structural repairs to “The Old Schoolhouse” 

museum finally completed.   >>

Bunnings Sausage Sizzle fundraiser.

Christmas Breakup was catered at Rye 

Community House.

Guest Speakers at Monthly Meetings 2015:

February: Prof. Don Garden, “Port Phillip Bay and Mornington Peninsula”.

March: Graham Patterson, “Historic Highlights of Port Phillip Coast”.

April: Hon. Neil Pope, “Administration of Norfolk Island”.

June: John Vertigan, former Melbourne Radio Personality.

July: Arthur Hicowe, screening old films.

August: AGM.

September: Keith Murley,  Napoleon, the Balcombes and “The Briars”.

Shirley Murley,  Black Rock House.

October: Brendan McKay, Ranger at Point Nepean National Park.

VALE: Nell Arnold            VALE: William “Bill” O’Brien

VALE: Pamela Dawson      VALE: Phil Grinter      VALE: Phil Cain



Australia Day: Joint Nepean & Rye luncheon at Rye Hotel. Guest Speaker: 

Anthony Knight OAM; Conserving “Beleura”.   Foreshore Stall plus Bus tour.

“The Old Schoolhouse” was repainted, 

exterior now in Heritage Colours.  >>

Monster Book Sale, held in “The Old 

Schoolhouse” over 3 days.

Combined Nepean & Rye Mid-Year 

Luncheon, Rye Hotel.

Membership fees set in 2004 raised to 

$20 single; $30 family at one address.

2016/17 AGM: President: John Bertacco, 

Vice President: Lynne Woollard, Secretary: Pauline Powell, Asst Sec. Norma 

Cornish, Treasurer: Danny Jennings. 

Committee: Linda Berndt, Kris Botha, Noel Erbs, 

Prue Found, John Hazledine, Bernie Woiwod.

Heritage Awards presented at Mornington: 

Rye H S: “Restoration of Old School House”.  >>

History Week: Cemetery Walk.

Bunnings Sausage Sizzle.  

Fundraising Street Stalls:  May, Sept, Oct, Dec.

Guest Speakers at Monthly Meetings 2016:

February: Jarrod Ruch, Head Ranger at “The Briars”, Mornington.

March: Gary Sanford, Sen. Mgr. Bendigo Bank, Rye.

May: Chris O’Shannessy of local Touring Coach Company.

June: David Johnson, “Maintenance of Lanyon Homestead, Canberra”.

July: Arthur Hicowe, screening old films.

August: AGM.

September: Peter Munro, “A Few Melbourne Stories”.

October: Mandy Roberton, “Dolphin Research Institute”.
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VALE : Christine Dixon VALE : Alice O ’Brien
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Australia Day:  Joint Nepean & Rye luncheon, held at Rye Hotel. 

Guest Speaker: Kristen Stegley OAM, President of the Victorian National Trust. 

Cemetery Walk.

Second Monster Book Sale, held in “The Old Schoolhouse” over 2 days.

Trial winter daytime General Meetings in June & July, at St Andrews Church Hall.

2017/18 AGM: President: John Bertacco, Vice President: Lynne Woollard, 

Secretary: Pauline Powell, Asst Sec. Kris Botha, Treasurer: Danny Jennings. 

Committee: Mechelle Cheers, Norma Cornish, Noel Erbs, Prue Found, John 

Hazledine, David Johnson, Bernie Woiwod.

Life Membership was bestowed on long serving 

members, Prue Found & Danny Jennings.  >>

A Bronze memorial plaque was installed on the 

Eliza Jane Bennett grave.

Bunnings Sausage Sizzle fundraiser.

Street Stalls (5): Feb, May, Sept, Oct, Dec.

Christmas Breakup:  kindly hosted by Pauline 

Powell in her home.

Guest Speakers at Monthly Meetings 2017:

February: Noel Erbs, 

“The Old Sorrento Power House”.

March: Wing Cdr (Ret) Max Loves, “Tales of a Test Pilot”.

April: Dr Tony Heyes, “What is Science, Our Changing View of Reality”.

May: Rod Binns, “Project Manager, Sheep Project, Fiji”.

June (2-4pm): June Loves, “Writing a Memoir”.

July (2-4pm): Chris Bertacco, “The PAVEGEN Energy Recovery System”.

August: AGM.

September: Noel Erbs, “Rise & Fall & Rise of Peninsula Bus Services”.

October: Rod Deakin, surveyor, “The Black-Allen Line”.

    VALE : Peter Holloway      VALE : Alma Grinter

TRIBUTE: Dorothy Houghton MBE



Australia Day:  Nepean & Rye luncheon, held at Rye Hotel. 

Guest Speaker: Michael Headberry, Director (Vic), Saluting Monash Council.

2018/19 AGM: President: Noel Erbs, Vice President: Lynne Woollard, Secretary: 

John Bertacco, Asst Sec. Kris Botha, Treasurer: Danny Jennings. 

Committee: Mechelle Cheers, Norma Cornish, Prue Found, John Hazledine,  

David Johnson, Pauline Powell, Bernie Woiwod.

A new display was set up at our Museum to 

mark the Centenary of the end of WW1.

All copies of “Rye - A Book of Memories” had 

been sold by 1990. A Second Edition was 

developed.  Book Launch in October 2018.    >>

Bunnings Sausage Sizzle fundraiser.

Rye Cemetery 150th Celebrations.

WW1 Armistice Day centenary observance.

Street Stalls (2): May & Dec.

Christmas Breakup; catered at St Andrews 

Church Hall.

Guest Speakers at Monthly Meetings 2018:

February: Andrew Moon, “Researching Korumburra Cenotaph Names”.

March: John Bertacco, “AusAid Land Titling Scheme in Thailand”.

April: David Johnson, “Shanties, Sisal and Skills”.

May: Alan Woollard, “49000km across North America on a Motorbike”.

June (2-4pm): Members delivered short talks. Various photos scanned.

July (2-4pm): Wayne Bastow, “HMAS Hobart badly damaged off Vietnam.

August: AGM.

September: Greg Ecclestone, “Early Surveyors on Mornington Peninsula”.

October: Noel Erbs, “General Monash’s 4th Division Artillery”.
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VALE : Robert “Bob” Easton     VALE : Richard “Dick” Rowley

TRIBUTE : Professor Weston Bate OAM
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Australia Day: Nepean & Rye luncheon, held at Rye Hotel. 

Guest Speaker: Judith Muir OAM, topic “Melbourne’s Port Phillip Bay”.

2019/20 AGM: President, Noel Erbs; Vice Pres., Lynne Woollard, Secretary: John 

Bertacco, Asst. Secretary: Kris Botha, Treasurer:  Danny Jennings. 

Committee: Mechelle Cheers,  Ann Erbs, Prue Found, John Hazledine, David 

Johnson, Pauline Powell & Bernie Woiwod. Particular recognition accorded to 

Norma Cornish, who retired from committee at this AGM after 12 years straight.

Dedication of RSL’s new round window in Rye 

Scout & Guide Hall on foreshore.   >>

Commissioning and installation of 11 historical 

interpretive signs in Rye, by Danny Jennings. 

Fundraising Street Stalls (3): March, October & 

December.

Bunnings Sausage Sizzle fundraiser in October.

Christmas Breakup; we gathered for a meal at 

Rye RSL in late November.

Guest Speakers at Monthly Meetings 2019:

February: Judy Walsh, “National Trust on Mornington Peninsula”.

March: Noel Erbs, “Rye Beach Renourishment on Steroids”.

May: Gidja Walker, “Vegetation of the Mornington Peninsula”.

June (2-4pm): David Johnson, “The Light on the Hill - Cobb and Co”.

July (2-4pm): Eddie Matt, “Peri-Urban Farming in the Green Wedge”.

August: AGM.

September: Danny Jennings, “Recollections of Rye in years gone by”.

October: John Moody, “Reminiscences of the Building Business in Rye”.

VALE : Margot Minogue     VALE : Loris Woiwod

VALE : Ernest “Ernie” Jennings VALE : Lesley Martin
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Above: Rye Primary School students and 

their Headmaster, Mr McMeekin, pictured 

in about 1900. 

At Right: This bronze plaque was cast for 

Rye’s 150th celebrations and is attached to 

the NW corner of “The Old Schoolhouse”.  

Below: Rye Primary School students and 

parents pictured on Empire Day, ca 1912.  



 

 

In the lead-up to Rye’s 150th Anniversary celebrations in 2011, the Society 
was fortunate to become custodian of a remarkable tapestry, commissioned 
by the Powell family and completed by talented weavers, Rebecca Moulton 
and Joy Smith. Rebecca designed the three panels, each of which records 
features of the town in a 50-year time block. A major work, it took nearly two 
years, with Joy assisting by completing the third panel to meet the deadline.  
This artwork, about 2m wide and 1.2m high, was mounted on the east wall of 
“The Old Schoolhouse” in late 2011, being unveiled in a formal ceremony 
conducted by then President Prue Found on Sunday 6th November 2011. 

To quote from a report in “White Cliffs” of Jan-Mar 2012: 

“Included are many names of pioneers and those who helped to form our 
community. It is broken into streets and many of our well known buildings and 
landmarks are woven along them - the Pier Store, the School, “Tyrone” 
homestead, “The Palms”, the Mechanics’ Institute and the three churches. 

There is a sign depicting a bottle of Gilbey’s Gin. During the 1940’s as visitors 
entered Rye, a large sign could be seen on the corner of Weir Street. This 
area, through to Lyons Street, was known as Mrs Hill’s paddock and was 
where locals gathered for a game of cricket or football. Circuses also set up 
here, and the Victorian Scottish Regiment camped during WW2. The sign was 
a landmark in its day as it reminded visitors that they were close to entering 
the main part of the town. The Fire Brigade, the original memorial of the RSL, 
Civic Hall, football, cricket and tennis clubs all have their part in the tapestry. 

On the Bay you can see the era from sail to steam. Camping and the carnival 
on the foreshore are represented, along with the moonah, she-oak and ti-
trees that are such icons to our town. A lime kiln nestles against White Cliffs.” 

RYE 150 YEARS TAPESTRY  




